FGWERSYLLT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Minutes of the proceedings of a meeting of the Gwersyllt Community Council held in the Gwersyllt Resource Centre on Wednesday 15 April 2009.

------- 

PRESENT:  Councillor Mrs J. White (Chairman).

Councillors: T.K. Davies, E.C. George, R. Gray, J.R. Hughes, A. Jones, 

Mrs. G. Jones, B. McCann, E. Phennah, C. Rigby, Mrs. Jackie Roberts, 

Mrs. J. Roberts, Mrs. M. Williams and M. Williams.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Councillors B. Cameron, D.J. Griffiths and Mrs. S. Jones.  
IN ATTENDANCE for the minute items Nod 1 to 3 was Mrs. Michele Walker of Polar Lifestyle Ltd, the Council’s Website Consultants, and for minute items Nod. 1 to 4, PCSOs Phil Jones and Katie Williams.

1.
ELECTION OF A COUNCILLOR FOR THE WEST WARD OF THE COMMUNITY
The Clerk reported that at the election on 26 March 2009 to fill the vacancy in membership of the Council for the West Ward, Mrs. Jackie Roberts of 7 Fairway Gardens, Gwersyllt had been duly elected.   

The Council further reported that Mrs. Roberts had signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and, as such, had agreed to comply with the Council’s Statutory Code of Conduct.   The Clerk had also handed to Mrs. Roberts copies of the Council’s approved 2009/10 budget, Standing Orders and other relevant documents.

On behalf of the Council, the Chairman welcomed Councillor Mrs. Roberts into membership of the Authority and extended best wishes for a happy and successful period as a Councillor for the Gwersyllt Community.   Councillor Mrs. Roberts appropriately responded.

RESOLVED:



That the Clerk’s report be noted.

2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

This item had been included on the agenda for the meeting for Members to declare at the commencement any interest(s) they may have in relation to items and matters to be considered at the meeting.   

No Member declared any interests.

RESOLVED:



That the item be noted. 
3.
GWERSYLLT COMMUNITY COUNCIL’S WEBSITE 

The Clerk introduced this item by reminding Members that the Council had agreed at its October and November 2008 meetings to proceed with the compilation and development of its own website.   Further, in addition to the then proposed site including information on the proceedings, workings, actions etc of the Council, it had been decided to extend the site so that it should include details and information about a wide range of organisations, clubs, activities, events, etc throughout the Community, places of interest, local agencies, transport facilities etc.    The Clerk also reported that he had extended an invitation to a wide range of local organisations to submit information for inclusion within the site.

The Clerk then introduced Mrs. Michele Walker, who was a resident of Summerhill and the proprietor of Polar Lifestyle Ltd.    The Clerk advised that since her formal engagement by the Council in November, the Clerk had had numerous meetings with Mrs. Walker with him providing the text and photographs to be included on the site at regular intervals with, subsequently, Mrs. Walker creating and developing the site.   Members then proceeded to the IT room within the Resource Centre for a presentation and display of the site in its present form.     Referring to the Clerk’s previous comments, he and Mrs. Walker presented the site, drawing Members’ attention to the information included thereon in relation to the Council, Councillors and the Authority’s activities and, also, information in relation to local agencies, schools, churches, organisations and, indeed, a wider range of community facilities and places of interest.  

 Members congratulated the Clerk and Mrs. Walker on the content of the site with several expressing their delight at its present format and content, albeit accepting that there was still further information, work and opportunities for additional details to be included prior to its formal launch and, indeed, thereafter.     The Clerk and Mrs. Walker then answered questions from Members in relation to the presentation and the development of the site generally.

It was agreed that the Clerk and Mrs. Walker continue to extend and develop the site with suggestions coming from Members as to additional information which could be included and be of interest to local residents and, indeed, others within a much wider geographical area.   Mrs. Walker also commented on the possibility of the site containing some commercial advertisements with her giving an example of such which could be included.   This would also generate income for the Authority which could offset the creation, development and ongoing maintenance costs of the site.   

RESOLVED:
(1)
That the creation and development of the Community Council’s website be welcomed and the Clerk and Mrs. Walker be congratulated on the work they had contributed to date in relation thereto.

(2)
That an item in relation to the determination of, and arrangements for, a formal launch for the site be included on the agenda for the May meeting of the Council when consideration would also be given to a range of associated issues.

(3)
That the invoice of Polar Lifestyles Ltd in the sum reported to the meeting and being cheque no. 1721 in respect of the design and development of the website to date be paid.

4.
POLICING OF THE COMMUNITY 

Police Community Support Officers Phil Jones and Katie Williams commenced their report by expressing disappointment at having to advise that there had been a significant increase in car crimes throughout the Community in recent weeks including both break-ins and thefts of vehicles. Two culprits had recently been apprehended and further arrests were anticipated.    

It was also reported that the PCSOs had recently been actively involved in litter enforcement and had participated in the tidying and environmental improvement works at Moss Valley. PCSO Williams also reported that now the County Borough Council’s new alcohol control zones had been extended into the community, the Police would be increasing their vigilance in relation to persons, particularly youths, who were found to be contravening the statutory provisions in the alcohol control zones’ Order.    Reference was also made to the intention to relaunch the local Pub Watch scheme which had been successful within the Community previously. It was also reported that within the next few weeks the PCSOs to visit as many elderly residents within the area as possible to give them assurances that there was continued police presence and vigilance throughout the Community.   

Members then raised and discussed with the officers several local policing issues to which they advised that they or their local community colleagues would appropriately pursue.

RESOLVED:

That the exchanges of information with the PCSOs be noted.

5.
MINUTES


RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the proceedings of the meeting of the Council held on the 18 March 2009 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

6.
MATTERS ARISING 



The Clerk reported on certain of the procedures he had followed in actioning the decisions of the last meeting of the Council.



RESOLVED:

That the report and the action taken by the Clerk be noted.

7.
PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT BY THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL OF THE FORMER BRADLEY BOWLING GREEN INTO A MULTI-USE SPORTS FACILITY


The Council considered the previously circulated report of the Clerk on the above-mentioned proposal.

The report reminded Members that at the November 2008 meeting, (minute No. 113 refers), the Council had received his report which gave extensive details of the progress on the Community Council’s decision to pursue the proposed development of the former Bradley Bowling Green into a multi-use sports facility. 

The Council had resolved several decisions at that meeting based on the content of the Clerk’s report, such being listed within Appendix A of the current report. The Clerk had also given a further progress report at the March 2009 meeting, (minute No. 129 refers).    

The Clerk stated that there had been further developments and progress with the proposal since the last meeting. His current report provided Members with a comprehensive update as to the present position including information under headings of:

a)  
 proposed Lease of the former bowling green from the Wrexham County Borough Council to the Community Council -  Appendix B of the report being a copy of the minutes of the Wrexham County Borough Council’s Executive Board’s consideration of the proposal, its approval to the granting of the Lease and the various associated conditions;

b) discussions with Officers of Groundwork Wrexham and Flintshire on the proposed development and the associated works and grant applications;

c) letters of support for the proposed development – a list of such being included in the Clerk’s report;

d) discussions with representatives of the Park Sports Association regarding the intention for it to accept responsibility for the future  operation, management, maintenance and repairs of the completed facility; and
e) a conclusion.

Members noted that the Wrexham County Borough Council had agreed to grant the Community Council a lease of the former Bowling Green and an area within the adjoining pavilion which was required for storage of equipment required for the use of the proposed facility. The Board’s approval had conditions associated with it one being that the Community Council was to be responsible for meeting the County Borough Council’s legal and professional costs incurred in the granting of the lease.   

Members further noted from the Clerk’s report that the current estimated cost of the proposal was £132,000. It was accepted that the Community Council did not have the resources to fund such a sum.   Accordingly, it had always been the intention for the authority to seek grants towards the cost. Further detailed discussions in this respect had been held between the Clerk and Groundwork’s Officers on the development 

of the grant applications with them subsequently proceeding to complete the documents.  

Applications for grants had now been submitted to organisations known as Wren (Waste Recycling Environmental Ltd) and Core Environmental, Hafod. The applications were within both organisations “major projects” categories whereby the maximum grants available were £50,000 and £80,000 from Wren and Core Environmental Ltd respectively.   

The Wren application would be determined by the company’s Board of Directors at a meeting on the 25 June 2009 with the Core application being submitted to that company’s Management Committee on 2 July 2009.    

Within the item in the report headed “Letters of support secured for the proposed development”, Members noted the persons, organisations, clubs and agencies who had expressed such support. The Clerk advised that copies of the letters had been submitted with both grant applications.  

The Clerk then reminded the Council that it had always been the intention for the Park Sports Association to manage and accept responsibility for the care, repair and maintenance of the completed facility. This was primarily because the Association’s clubhouse adjoined the site of the proposed facility and the fact that the Association’s officers and, it was understood, its Management Committee, had expressed a strong desire to do so. In return for accepting such responsibilities, it had been the further intention for the Association to retain the income generated from the hire/use of the facility.
The Clerk reported that there had been “provisional” discussions with representatives of the Association on these issues. However, now that the draft development plans, estimated cost and other preliminary technical matters, together with the submission of the grant applications previously mentioned,  there was time between the present and the dates when the decisions on the applications would be known for the discussions to continue in much more detail.

During the Council’s detailed and prolonged consideration of the Clerk’s report, particular reference was made to the fact that if grants of sufficient value were received to enable the development to proceed to completion, then the management, operation etc, responsibilities agreement with the Park Sports Association would have to be carefully and precisely worded so as to ensure that none of the associated costs fell on the Community Council but were accepted by the Association in return for the organisation being permitted to retain all the income from usage.  
Although not wishing to be negative about the proposal at this stage, several Members commented realistically that regard would have to be had to the potential circumstances the Authority could find itself in the event of the Association folding at some time in the future, albeit unlikely. The Clerk advised that he was aware of the potential “risk” to the Authority in such a circumstance. Accordingly, as stated previously, such would be a matter for much further detailed consideration and discussion with representatives of the Association with a detailed report on the proceedings of the ongoing deliberations with the Association’s representatives in this respect being the subject of a report  to a future meeting of the Council prior to the Authority entering into any binding commitment on itself in relation to the scheme.



RESOLVED:

(1)
That all the information included in the Clerk’s report, and the information now submitted to the meeting, be noted.

(2) That the Council welcome the considerable 

progress made to date on the proposal and give authority for the Clerk and local Members to be involved in the progress of the project and to
further continue to act on the Authority’s behalf in accordance with the previous authorisations

and those now granted.

(3)
That discussions continue with representatives of the Park Sports Association about the responsibilities it is to accept in relation to the maintenance and repair and management arrangements and associated costs in relation to the operation of the facility.
(4)
That the Clerk’s intent to report to future meetings of the Council with further information and/or as developments occur in relation to the proposal be noted.

8.
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY FOR WALES – INVITATION TO VISIT THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SENEDD BUILDING, CARDIFF
Referring to minute No. 193 of the last meeting, the Clerk reported that arrangements had been made for those Members who had responded to the above mentioned invitation, such being the Chairman, (Councillor Mrs. June White) and Councillors Robert Gray and Emlyn Phennah together with the Clerk, to visit the National Assembly Senedd building in Cardiff on 19 May 2009.

As agreed at the March meeting, Councillor Phennah had made enquiries about the availability of price reduction rail tickets if they were purchased in advance. The Councillor had learned that such tickets were available if purchased well in advance of the date of travelling. Accordingly, following consultation with the Clerk and having regard to the terms of minute No. 193 of the last meeting, Councillor Phennah had proceeded to purchase the tickets for the Council’s four representatives at the reduced total price of £98.30.

RESOLVED:

That the information now reported be noted and Councillor Phennah be reimbursed the £98.30 he had paid for the purchase of reduced price rail tickets for the Council’s four representatives to visit the Senedd building in Cardiff on the 19 May 2009.

9.
OWAIN GLYNDWR SCHEME
The Council considered a previously circulated letter received from the Wrexham County Borough Council’s Chief Environment Officer which invited the Council to submit a site to be considered for possible inclusion within the Owain Glyndwr Scheme which sought to protect land for recreation/leisure use in perpetuity for the benefit of local communities.

Details of the criteria for the sites to be submitted for consideration had also been previously circulated.

Following discussion on the content of the officer’s letter and the associated criteria, certain alternative sites were suggested with Members noting that only one site could be submitted for consideration by each Community Council within the County Borough. 



RESOLVED:

That the open and recreational area of land situated at Delamere Avenue, Gwersyllt be submitted for adoption within the Owain Glyndwr Scheme.

10.
HOLY TRINITY CHURCH, GWERSYLLT – APPLICATION FOR ANNUAL CHURCHYARD MAINTENANCE GRANT
The Council considered a previously circulated copy letter received from the Holy Trinity Church Treasurer applying for the annual churchyard maintenance grant.   The Treasurer had also submitted financial information in support of the application.

The Clerk reminded Members that the Council had included a sum of £4,000 in its 2009/10 budget for this grant.



RESOLVED:

That £4,000 be released to the Holy Trinity Church, Gwersyllt in respect of the Authority’s annual churchyard maintenance grant.

11.
APPLICATIONS FOR GRANT 


(a)
Gresford Colliery Bowling Club
The Council considered a previously circulated copy letter received from the Secretary of the Gresford Colliery Bowling Club, together with associated financial information in support of the application, enquiring whether the Authority would give favourable consideration to financially supporting the Club’s operating expenses.

It was noted that, whilst the Club was named “Gresford”, its base and greens were located within the Gwersyllt Community at Pandy.


RESOLVED:





That a grant of £500 be approved for the Club.


(b)
1st Summerhill Guides
The Clerk reminded Members that, in accordance with minute No. 42 of the June 2008 meeting, following consideration of an application received from the Leader of the 1st Summerhill Guides for financial assistance towards the costs to be incurred by the Group in attending a Girl Guides Association Conference in Birmingham in October 2008, the Council had agreed to a grant of £565.
However, the grant had never been released as the Guides’ Leader had subsequently advised that all the tickets for the concert had been sold
at the time she had submitted the application.

The Clerk reported that the Guides’ Leader had now enquired whether the Council would give favourable consideration to the release of the previously approved £565 so that she could attempt to purchase tickets for the Guide Association 2009 concert.



RESOLVED:

That the 1st Summerhill Guides be granted £565 for the purchase of tickets for the 2009 concert.
12.
WREXHAM DRAFT PARKS STRATEGY CONSULTATION



The Clerk reported that Wrexham County Borough Council’s Chief Environment Officer was consulting Community Councils within the County Borough and inviting them to submit any comments they may have on the above mentioned Strategy by 27 April 2009.



As the document was lengthy, the Clerk had copied and enclosed with the agenda for the meeting its contents page and its Executive Summary.



RESOLVED:

That the content, aims and objectives of the Strategy be supported.

13.
STREET LIGHTING 


RESOLVED:

That the Clerk pursue with the Council’s Street Lighting Contractor the need for repairs to the lights now reported.

14.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS


RESOLVED:





(1)
That no objection be submitted to 






application No. 0224.

(2)
That an objection be submitted to application No. 0274 as the Council opposes the development proposal provided for within the application as the site concerned is outside of the settlement boundary.

15.
WREXHAM IN BLOOM COMPETITION 2009
The Council considered a previously circulated letter received from the Wrexham County Borough Council’s Divisional Manager, Environment and Project Development, enquiring whether the Community Council would support the County Borough Council’s entry into the Wales in Bloom competition 2009.

It was noted that the Manager, on behalf of his Authority, was seeking sponsorship of £500.    

The Council noted from the letter that the sponsorship would fund the provision of a planter or other appropriate item of bedding, etc for a six months period and not for the full year. Reference was also made to the fact that the planter sponsored by the authority in respect of the County Borough Council’s entry into the 2007 competition – which the Community Council had arranged to be inscribed with the name of the then recently deceased Chairman of the Council, Councillor John Mike Griffiths -  had been removed from its agreed location at the Mold Road entrance  into the Alyn Waters Country Park. The Clerk reported that he had made enquiries of the County Borough Council’s Officers about this issue. He had been informed that the planter sponsored had been removed after the six months period referred to.
In the circumstances, and with particular note of the fact that the sponsorship would only last for a period of six months and that this year’s route for the judging of the entry did not include any part of the community,

the Council felt unable to support the County Borough Council’s entry into the 2009 competition.

RESOLVED:



That the Manager’s letter be noted.

16.
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE STATEMENT AND BANK RECONCILIATION AS AT THE END OF THE 2008/9 FINANCIAL YEAR
The Council considered the above mentioned previously circulated statement with the Clerk elaborating on certain elements of the content.



RESOLVED:





That the statement be noted.

17.
OTHER FINANCIAL MATTERS
The Council noted the Clerk’s report in respect to the following information:

(a)
Reimbursement of the VAT paid by the Council during the 2008/9 financial year

A claim for the reimbursement of the VAT paid by the Council during the 2008/9 financial year, being £5,951.55, had been submitted to HM Customs and Excise on 1 April 2009.  

Notification had recently been received that the sum claimed was being paid into the Council’s bank account.


(b)
PAYE End of Year Returns to HM Customs and Excise
The Clerk reported that he had submitted to HM Customs and Excise the Council’s required statutory end of the 2008/9 financial year PAYE returns.

The returns had been submitted electronically which would result in the Council’s national insurance payments for the 2009/10 financial year being reduced by £75.

(c)
Receipt of the First of Three Payments of the Council’s 2009/10 Precept
The Council had recently received from the Wrexham County Borough Council a sum of £30,000, such being the first of three payments to be received throughout the financial year in respect of the Authority’s £90,000 2009/10 precept.



RESOLVED:





That all the information now reported above be noted.

18.
WREXHAM AREA CIVIC SOCIETY’S ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – THURSDAY 23 APRIL 2009
The Clerk reported that as members of the Wrexham Aea Civic Society, the Council had been invited to be represented at the Society’s AGM to be held at Ty AVOW, Egerton Street, Wrexham on Thursday 23 April 2009 at 7.15 pm.



RESOLVED:

That any Member wishing to attend the Society’s AGM do so as the Council’s representative.

19.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT


RESOLVED:





That the following be paid:-





(i)
Clerk’s salary

          cheque No. 1718






(ii)
Gardener’s salary
          cheque No. 1719




(iii)
Inland Revenue (income tax

and National Insurance         cheque No. 1720
payments) 







(iv)
Wrexham County Borough 





Council (quarterly street lights 
2,752.50





maintenance)





(v)
Wrexham County Borough Council

(lights repairs)



1,725.00





(vi)
Petty Cash



  100.00

20.
VARIOUS MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS


RESOLVED:
That the Clerk pursue with the appropriate authority/body the various matters now raised by Members.

………………………………..

Chairman

