GWERSYLLT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Minutes of the proceedings of a meeting of the Gwersyllt Community Council held in the Gwersyllt Resource Centre on Wednesday 18 February 2009.

------- 

PRESENT:  Councillors: B. Cameron, T.K. Davies, E.C. George, R. Gray, D.J. Griffiths, J.R. Hughes, A. Jones, Mrs. G. Jones, Mrs. S. Jones, 
B. McCann, E. Phennah and C, Rigby.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Councillors Mrs. J. Roberts, Mrs. J. White (Chairman), Mrs. M. Williams and M. Williams. 
IN ATTENDANCE for the items Nod 167 to 169 were Ms Amanda Bartley and Mr  Mike Dessington, the Wrexham County Borough Council’s Gwersyllt Senior Youth Worker and Play Development Worker respectively and for minute items Nod 167 to 170, Police Sergeant Dave Marsden. 
167.
APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN 



RESOLVED:

That in the absence of the Chairman, the Vice-Chairman, Councillor D.J. Griffiths, be appointed Chairman of the meeting.

168.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

This item had been included on the agenda for the meeting for Members to declare at the commencement any interest(s) they may have in relation to items and matters to be considered at the meeting.   

No Member declared any interests.

RESOLVED:



That the item be noted. 
169.
PRESENTATION BY WREXHAM COUNTY BOROUGH COUNCIL’S PLAY DEVELOPMENT WORKER AND THE SENIOR YOUTH WORKER FOR GWERSYLLT ON PROPOSALS FOR PLAY SCHEMES AND YOUNG PERSONS’ ACTIVITIES PROGRAMME IN THE COMMUNITY IN 2009 
Pursuant to minute No. 152 of the last meeting, Mr. Mike Dessington and Ms Amanda Bartley, the Wrexham County Borough Council’s Play Development Worker and Senior Youth Work Officer for Gwersysllt, respectively, attended the meeting and gave  presentations to Councillors on the County Borough Council’s proposals for play schemes and young persons’ programme of activities and events in the community in 2009.

Mr Dessington commenced with an IT presentation on the considered benefits of play and play schemes for children throughout the County Borough. He then went on to refer to the proposals during 2009 for the Gwersyllt community which provided for  play schemes at the Wauns Recreation Ground, Bradley and at the Ysgol Bryn Alyn playingfields, Gwersyllt. Ms Bartley then reported to the meeting, reminding Members that the authority had funded the very successful “Get Up and Go” young persons’ six weeks programme of events and activities in Gwersyllt in 2008 at a cost of £2,750. That programme had been compiled at relatively short notice with Ms Bartley advising that she had now had more time to consider an extended programme for 2009 incorporating 13 weeks.

Both Officers then went on to explain that the respective proposals required separate funding as they would be funded separately from within their different departments within the County Borough Council. Mr Dessington also advised that there was a strong possibility that he would be able to secure a grant towards the cost of the Gwersyllt and Bradley schemes if the Community Council were able to provide some funding towards the costs.    Ms Bartley advised that the Youth Service contribution to the programme she had mentioned would be the staff time and some other resources. She also therefore sought funding from the Council for the actual provision of the programme she had referred to.

The Clerk reminded the Council that in 2008/9 it had budgeted £3,000 for the play scheme and young persons activities in the community but had actually expended £3,260 - £2,760 on the “Get Up and Get Involved” programme and £500 as a contribution to the Gwersyllt and Bradley summer play schemes.

For 2009/10 the Council had made provision of £7,000 in its budget for again expending on play schemes and young persons’ support, although  there had been no determination on the amount from that sum which could be allocated to each proposal. 

The Council then proceeded to discuss several aspects and issues of the two presentations given at the meeting with Members questioning Mr Dessington and Ms Bartley in relation thereto. During this, reference was made by Members to the fact that the community also incorporated the areas of Pandy and Sydallt and that they would wish to see some sort of provision and/or opportunities for children and young persons within those areas to participate in the 2009 programmes.   

The Council then proceeded to discuss the allocation of the £7,000 between the two proposed programmes.   

RESOLVED:

That £5,000 and £2,000 be allocated as contributions 

towards the costs to be incurred by the young persons 

programme of activities and events and play schemes 

for the community during 2009, respectively, with 

Mr Dessington and Ms Bartley being requested to 

prepare a report for consideration at the next meeting of 

the Council on what exactly would be provided from 

the two allocations.

170.
POLICING OF THE COMMUNITY 

Sergeant Dave Marsden commenced his report by referring to the Community’s Neighbourhood Policing Panel meeting which had been held at Bradley Village Hall on 13 February 2009.   The meeting had been a success with three priority issues being agreed at the meeting for policing within the community, such being the need to continually monitor and respond to
anti-social behaviour in the Sherbourne Avenue and surrounding areas, Bradley; several traffic issues within Parkwall, Gwersyllt, Bottom Road, Summerhill and Bithells Lane, Summerhill/Sydallt and issues associated with graffiti which the Sergeant reported had become an increasing problem in recent months. The Sergeant also referred to other issues that had been raised which he and his colleagues had responded to.

The Sergeant then went on to remind Members that at the July 2008 meeting, he had advised that for expending only within the Gwersyllt community, the Welsh Assembly Government had allocated £10,000 from what was entitled the “Flame Stoppers” project. £5,000 of that amount had been expended so far on equipment for youth services in association with the local programme of activities plus a local gardening project. He then went on to advise that the remaining money had recently been allocated for an interesting film project being undertaken by media students at Glyndwr University. The subject of the film was anti-arson and dangers of any involvement with fires by children and young persons.The filming was taking place throughout Gwersyllt and was proceeding well. When completed it was the intention for the film to be shown at several venues throughout the community including local schools. It was proposed to be launched at the end of April and the Sergeant said he would keep the Community Council informed of developments in this respect.    

Members then raised and discussed with the Sergeant several local other policing issues with particular reference being made to problems with off-road bikes in the Pandy area. The Sergeant advised that he was currently aware of these problems and was continuing to investigate them and take appropriate action whenever possible.    

RESOLVED:

That the information reported by the Sergeant be welcomed and the exchanges with Members noted.

171.
MINUTES


RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the proceedings of the meeting of the Council held on the 21 January 2009 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

172.
MATTERS ARISING 



The Clerk reported on action he had taken in relation to processing the decisions of the Council at its last meeting.



Also within this item, and referring to minute No. 155, Councillor Arfon Jones advised that the County Borough Council had recently increased from the £35,000 referred to in that minute to £80,000, the money they would make available for the provision and maintenance of play equipment during 2009/10 throughout the County Borough.


RESOLVED:





That the reports be noted.

173.
VACANCY IN MEMBERSHIP OF THE COUNCIL FOR THE WEST WARD


Referring to minute No. 111 of the January 2009 meeting, the Clerk advised that the Wrexham County Borough Council’s Returning Officer had advised that there had been a written request from ten electors of the West Ward of the Community for an election to be held to fill the vacancy.   



The Clerk then went on to advise of the statutory timescales for the various elements of the election including, if it was contested, that polling day would be held on Thursday 26 March 2009.  



The Clerk further reported that the Returning Officer had enquired whether the Council wished for polling cards to be produced and distributed should the election be contested. If  so, the Officer had stated that the cost to the Community Council would be £733 for printing, £576 postage plus administrative costs.    



RESOLVED:

(1)
That the information reported in relation to the election for the vacancy in the West Ward be noted.

(2)
That the Returning Officer be advised that the Council does wish to proceed with the production of the poll cards in the event of an election being contested at the costs now reported.

174.
PROPOSED TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER – THE COUNTY BOROUGH OF WREXHAM (PROHIBITION AND RESTRICTION OF WAITING AND LOADING AND PARKING PLACES) ORDER 2009


The Council considered a previously circulated copy letter received from the Wrexham County Borough Council’s Principal Traffic Engineer which invited the authority to submit any comments it may have on the Order’s proposals which included references to over 50 highways throughout the County Borough which were proposed to be subject to a range of regulations, as included in the above heading. It was particularly noted that three of the roads included in the proposed Order were references to various lengths of highways within Caer Haf, Summerhill; New Road, Summerhill and Church Street, Gwersyllt.



RESOLVED:





That no objections be submitted to the proposed Order.

175.
PROPOSED 30 MPH TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER – PLAS ACTON ROAD, PANDY 



The Clerk reported the content of a letter received from the Wrexham County Borough Council’s Principal Traffic Engineer which invited the Council’s comments in respect of a proposed Traffic Regulation Order providing for the introduction of a 30mph speed limit in Plas Acton Road, Pandy “from a point 25 metres east of the junction with the Llay New Road to a point 20 metres north west of the centre of the railway bridge, a distance of 395 metres”.   



Noting that the proposed Order was related to the provision of the new cemetery being constructed at Plas Acton Road, whilst raising no objection to the proposed Order, Councillor Gray recommended that the Council request the County Borough Council to consider extending the current 30mph on the Llay New Road from its junction with Plas Acton Road through to Rhosrobin.



RESOLVED:

(1)
That no objection be submitted to the proposed Traffic Regulation Order for Plas Acton Road, Pandy.

(2)
That Councillor Gray’s recommendation be supported and appropriate representations be made to the Wrexham County Borough Council’s Principal Traffic Engineer for him to give favourable consideration to the extension of the 30mph speed limit along Llay New Road through to Rhosrobin.
176.
PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT BY THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL OF THE  FORMER BRADLEY BOWLING GREEN INTO A MULTI USE SPORTS AREA 
The Clerk reminded Members that at the November 2008 meeting the Council had considered his report on the progress that had been achieved at that time on the Authority’s proposal to develop the former Bradley bowling green into a multi-use sports area.    

Following discussions on the content of the report, the Council had passed several resolutions required at that time authorising the local Members and the Clerk to continue to pursue various issues/aspects associated with the proposal.   

The Clerk’s report on the agenda for the meeting detailed the various discussions that had been held with Wrexham County Borough Council’s Officers on the terms of a proposed lease of the land to the Community Council, discussions with officials of Groundwork, the body engaged by the authority to provide technical, design and specification services, meetings with representatives of the Park Sports Association on the intention of that body to manage the facility on its completion and further enquiries in respect of the applications to be prepared and submitted seeking substantial grants towards the cost of the proposal. The Council noted the considerable progress that had been achieved in respect of all of these matters. The Clerk advised that he intended to submit a further report to the next meeting of the Council as it was anticipated that further progress would have been achieved in the interim.

RESOLVED:



That the Clerk’s report be noted.

177.
INOPERATIVE STREET LIGHTS 



RESOLVED:

That the Clerk pursue with the Wrexham County Borough Council’s Street Lighting Engineer the need for repairs to the inoperative lights now mentioned.

178.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
RESOLVED:

(1)
That  no objection be submitted  to applications Nod. 0051 and 0074.  

(2)
That no objection be submitted to application No. 0053 but the Planning Officer’s attention be drawn to the fact that the Council consider the heading should include the word “retrospective” as it noted by local Members that the facility, the subject of the application has been constructed.

(N.B.  In his capacity as a Member of the Wrexham County Borough Council’s Planning Committee, Councillor D.G. Griffiths took no part in the discussion or voting on any of the applications referred to above).

179.
ANNUAL FORMAL RISK ASSESSMENT
The Council considered the Clerk and Financial Officer’s previously circulated report which updated the Authority’s previous annual formal risk assessment documentation.

During this item the Clerk also tabled, for Members’ information, the Council’s current insurance documentation and its present asset register.


RESOLVED:

That the annual formal risk assessment document, as submitted, be approved and adopted and the contents of the insurance premium and asset register documentation be noted.

180.
DOCUMENTATION OF THE COUNCIL’S INTERNAL FINANCIAL CONTROLS
The Council considered a previously circulated report of the Clerk and Financial Officer which was the Authority’s documentation and its current and, where appropriate, updated internal financial controls.

Within this item, the Clerk recommended that JDH Business Services Ltd of Mold be re-appointed the Council’s internal auditors for the 2009/10 financial year.

RESOLVED:

(1)
That the documentation of the Council’s internal financial controls, as submitted, be approved and adopted.

(2)
That the Clerk’s recommendation concerning the re-appointment of the Council’s internal auditors be approved.

181.
PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS 


RESOLVED:





That the following be paid:-











 £      p





(i)
Clerk’s salary

          cheque No. 1707






(ii)
Gardener’s salary
          cheque No. 1709




(iii)
ScottishPower (lights energy :






Quarterly invoice)

          1273.10





(iv)
Inland Revenue (income tax

and National Insurance         

339.45
payments) 



182.
BUS STOP OPPOSITE RHOSROBIN POST OFFICE
The Council considered a letter received from the Wrexham County Borough Council’s Transport Operational Manager referring to a possible proposal to relocate the bus stop opposite the  Rhosrobin Post Office to a site outside Maes Alyn, Rhosrobin.

The Manager had recommended the relocation of the bus stop for reasons given in his letter but, before authorising the work, had sought the views of the Community Council.   

There then followed a debate on the merits or otherwise of relocating the bus stop following which a decision was arrived at.

RESOLVED:

That the Transport Operational Manger be advised that the Council do not support the proposed relocation of the bus stop from its present site.

183.
WREXHAM COUNTY BOROUGH COUNCIL@S TOWN AND COMMUNITY COUNCILS FORUM MEETING – 3 MARCH 2009


RESOLVED:
That Councillors E. Phennah and C. Rigby, together with the Clerk, represent the Council at the above mentioned meeting to be held at the Guildhall, Wrexham on the 3rd March, 2009.

184.
VARIOUS MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS


RESOLVED:
That the Clerk pursue with the appropriate authority/body the various matters now raised by Members.

………………………………..

Chairman
