GWERSYLLT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Minutes of the proceedings of a meeting of the Gwersyllt Community Council held in the Gwersyllt Resource Centre on Wednesday 21 January 2009.

------- 

PRESENT:  Councillor Mrs. J. White (Chairman).

Councillors: B. Cameron, T.K. Davies, E.C. George, R. Gray, J.R. Hughes, 
A. Jones, Mrs. S. Jones, B. McCann, E. Phennah, C, Rigby, Mrs J. Roberts, Mrs. M. Williams and M. Williams.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Councillors D.J. Griffiths and Mrs. G. Jones. 
IN ATTENDANCE for the minute items Nod 150 and 150 was PCSO Katie Taylor and for minute Nod. 150 to 152 Mr. Mike Dessington and Mr. Richard Driffield, Wrexham County Borough Council’s Play Development Workers. 
150.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

This item had been included on the agenda for the meeting for Members to declare at the commencement any interest(s) they may have in relation to items and matters to be considered at the meeting.   

No Member declared any interests.

RESOLVED:



That the item be noted. 
151.
POLICING OF THE COMMUNITY 

PCSO Katie Taylor commenced her report by advising that since the report to the 17 December 2008 meeting of the Council by Councillor McCann about problems he had encountered at his property with youths throwing stones, she advised that the police had increased attendance in the vicinity since that time.   Councillor McCann was pleased to report that there had been no subsequent incidents at his property although he was aware that other nearby residents had had some similar problems within the past few weeks.   The PCSO advised that the police would continue to monitor the area.  

The PCSO then advised of police actions and activities throughout the Community over the Christmas and New Year periods with her being pleased to report that there had been only a few incidents.

Members then raised and discussed with the PCSO several local policing issues.    The PCSO advised the Council that the next mobile policing meeting would be held in Bradley Village Hall on Thursday 12 February 2009 at 7pm.

RESOLVED:

That the information reported by the PCSO and the

exchange with Members be noted.

152. MINUTES

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the proceedings of the meetings of the Council held on the  7th December, 2008 and the 

7th January, 2009 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

      153.    MATTERS ARISING


Within this item and with reference to minute no of the

17 December , 2008 meeting, the Clerk read to the meeting a letter received      from Mr. David Huyton, the Chairman of the Gwersyllt  Primary School Governing Body. In which he had apologised for the Council not receiving an invitation to the school’s century celebrations and extending wish that the school’s good relations with the Council would continue after the recent “misunderstanding”.

Members accepted the content of the letter and confirmed its 

                good relationship with the school.

It was resolved that the Clerk write to the Chairman of the

                Governors accordingly.

RESOLVED:

That the Clerk respond to the Chairman of the Governors as now agreed by the Council.
154.
     PRESATATION BY WREXHAM COUNTY BOROUGH COUNCIL’S
            PLAY  DEVELOPMENT WORKERS

The Clerk reported that, following consultation with the
Chairman, arrangements had been made for Mr. Mike Dessington and Mr. Richard Driffield, the Wrexham County Borough Council’s Play Development Workers, to attend the meeting and give a presentation on their Authority’s proposals for organising children’s plays schemes within the Community during the forthcoming year.

Mr. Dessington commenced his presentation by circulating to
Members a report which gave details of the proposals to provide playschemes at The Wauns Recreation Ground, Bradley and at the Ysgol Bryn Alyn playingfields, Gwersyllt on several days during the various school holidays.  
 The report gave details of required staffing levels to manage,
 organise, and supervise the schemes and the associated costs. There would also be additional costs for CRB checks, and transportation of equipment . Mr Dessington had estimated the total cost for the year of operating the playschemes on several dates referred to in his report at both locations at £8,576.50. He advised that was an opportunity for the County Borough Council to secure a grant from Play Wales towards those costs but that was subject to another body providing some funding towards the costs of the proposals.   In this regard, he enquired whether the Community Council would be prepared to make a contribution of £3,500.  

Members then discussed with Mr Dessington and Mr. Driffield the content of the report and the information they had given at the meeting.  Whilst being supportive of the proposals to increase the number of days the playschemes would be held in the community during the various school holidays, referring to the fact that the Council had funded the County Borough Council’s Youth Services “Get Up and Get Involved” summer programme last year in the sum of £2,760 and also made a contribution of £500 to the play schemes, Members considered that a more comprehensive report to include certain of the information now reported by Mr. Dessington together with details of the anticipated Wrexham County Borough Council’s Youth section’s 2009 programme for the community should be prepared for consideration at a future meeting of the Council. Reference was also made to the fact that the Council had made provision in its 2009/10 budget for supporting both playschemes and youth activities programmes in the community during the year, such provision being increased over that for 2008/09. 

Noting the date when the play schemes grant was available, the Council asked Mr Dessington to liaise with the County Borough Council’s Youth and Young People’s Department to ensure that a joint report was submitted to the February meeting of the Council.

The Clerk advised that he would e.mail Mr Dessington and Miss Amanda Bartlett, the Gwersyllt Senior Youth Worker, the following day advising of the Council’s decision and confirming the request for a joint report to be available for the February meeting. At Members’ request, the Clerk agreed to copy his email to senior officers of both services.  

RESOLVED:



Accordingly.

155.
WREXHAM OUTDOOR FIXED PLAY EQUIPMENT DRAFT STRATEGY 2009 
The Council considered a previously circulated copy letter received from the Wrexham County Borough Council’s Chief Environment Officer concerning the above mentioned matter with the letter enclosing a copy of the draft Strategy document. 

As the document was lengthy, the Clerk had previously copied and circulated with the agenda for the meeting the pages of the strategy that were headed Executive Summary, Introduction, Aims of the Strategy and Forward Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation which he considered provided an overview of the complete content.   

The Council had been invited to submit any comments it had on the draft strategy.    

Following discussion on the content on the document, Members expressed their support of its content but felt that the allocation by the County Borough Council of £35,000 for the provision and maintenance of play equipment during 2009/10 was totally inadequate.    

RESOLVED:

That the Chief Environment Officer be advised that the Council support the Strategy but consider that the provision to be made available in 2009/10 for the maintenance and provision of play equipment was totally inadequate and needed to be substantially increased.

156.
DRAFT WREXHAM PLAY STRATEGY 

The Clerk reported that copies of a new Play Strategy for Wrexham and a draft of the first Annual Action Plan associated therewith had been received from Wrexham County Borough Council’s Play Development Co-ordinator.  Again, with the document being lengthy, over 50 pages in total, the Clerk had  previously circulated with the agenda for the meeting, the Introduction to the Strategy paper.

The Council had been invited to submit by the 6 February 2009, any comments it had on the Strategy and the Action Plan. Members noted that within the Action Plan was a reference to the Wrexham Outdoor Fixed Play Equipment Draft Strategy, 2009, referred to in the previous minute. Again therefore, whilst supporting the Wrexham Play Strategy and its associated Action Plan, similar comments were made in relation to the need for the Borough Council to substantially increase its provision of £35,000 in 2009/10 in relation to the maintenance and provision of play equipment.

RESOLVED:

That comments similar to those agreed in relation to the item in the previous minute be forwarded in relation to the Council’s response to the draft Wrexham Play Strategy.

157.
THE ALL WALES CONVENTION – EVIDENCE GATHERING SESSIONS
The Council considered a previously circulated copy letter received from the Wrexham County Borough Council advising of the proposals/arrangements/plans of the All Wales Convention in respect of its task of assessing the level of public support for giving the National Assembly for Wales primary law making powers.

Previously circulated with the agenda for the meeting were copies of the documents circulated by the Convention.

It was noted that the Convention was planning to hold a series of evidence gathering sessions throughout Wales with there being one arranged for Wrexham on 23 April 2009.

In the meantime, the Convention was inviting comments from Local Authorities, a range of organisations and members of the public on the current level of public support for the National Assembly and the proposals for extending its responsibilities so as to include primary law making powers.



RESOLVED:

That the content of the circulated documents be noted with the Council deciding to defer any submission it may make to the Convention to following the 23 April 2009 meeting to be held in Wrexham.

158.
VACANCY IN MEMBERSHIP OF THE COUNCIL FOR THE WEST WARD
Referring to minute No. 111 of the December 2008 meeting, the Clerk advised that the vacancy in membership of the Council for the West Ward had been advertised.
The Clerk further advised that if no request for an election to fill the vacancy was submitted to the Wrexham County Borough Council’s Returning Officer by ten electors for the West Ward by 6 February 2009, the Community Council would be statutorily empowered to fill the vacancy by co-option.  The Clerk would therefore report further on the matter at the next meeting.



RESOLVED:





That the report be noted.

159.
STREET LIGHTING


(a)
Proposed 2009/10 New/Improved Street Lighting Programme 

Following on the decision of the last meeting of the Council to include a sum of £10,000 in its 2009/10 budget for expending on the above mentioned programme, Members had been previously requested to submit to this meeting, locations they wished to suggest for the possible provision of new lights.

Several Members then suggested sites which they considered required new or improved street lighting.



RESOLVED:

That a Sub-Committee comprising Councillors 

D.J. Griffiths, R. Gray and M. Williams visit the sites now mentioned and report with their priority recommendations and costings to a future meeting.


(b)
Inoperative Lights


RESOLVED:

That the Clerk pursue with the Wrexham County Borough Council’s Street Lighting Engineer the need for repairs to the inoperative lights now mentioned.

160.
COMMUNITY COUNCIL’S WEBSITE 
Pursuant to minute No. 134 of the December 2008 meeting, the Clerk reported on his further  meetings and discussions with the person engaged by the Council to create and develop the Authority’s website and the work that was continuing by them both on the content of the site.

As agreed at the December 2008 meeting, invitations to have information and photographs included on the site so that it was one for the benefit of the whole Community, as opposed to just the Council, had been extended to local schools, the Gwersyllt Neighbourhood Policing team, local churches and chapels and other organisations.

The Clerk also reported on the intention for a presentation of the website to the March meeting of the Council and for there to be subsequent formal launch with appropriate publicity, etc.   

Councillor Arfon  Jones again raised the issue of at least the introduction to the website being bilingual.   In response, the Clerk, supported by several other Councillors, suggested that the Council wait for the presentation to the March meeting and then for it to determine whether it was the introduction and/or other elements of content of the site that could possibly be bilingual.

RESOLVED:

(1)
That the report on the progress of the development of the Council’s website be welcomed.

(2)
That the Council await the presentation to the March meeting and then determine which elements of the content of the site could be  bilingual.

161.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS


RESOLVED:

(1)
That a strong objection be submitted to application No. 1309 as it is considered that the proposal for a change of t use of the house the subject of the application into multiple occupancy would be inappropriate inasmuch as there was inadequate space for the parking of vehicles that such a proposal would probably generate, the congestion and nuisance resulting from parking on a narrow road which currently poses problems for large vehicles negotiating the small turning point adjacent to the property, the likely disturbance to neighbouring properties if the proposal was approved and the fact that the property was originally constructed as a single family residence and therefore would be unsuitable for multi-occupancy use.

(2)
That no objection be submitted to application No. 0014 subject to any approval of the application including a condition requiring adequate insulation so as to prevent any noise nuisance resulting from the external shelter proposed.

(3)
That no objection be submitted to application No. 0026 subject to a condition of any approval of the application requiring the replacement of the trees to be felled. 
(4)
That no objection be submitted to application No. 1066.

163.
ANNUAL INVESTMENT STRATEGY FOR THE 2009/10 FINANCIAL YEAR
The Council considered the Clerk’s previously circulated report on the Authority’s Annual Investment Strategy for the 2009/10 financial year.



RESOLVED:

That the strategy, as submitted, be approved and adopted.

164.
PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS 


RESOLVED:





That the following be paid:-





(i)
Clerk’s salary

          cheque No. 1698






(ii)
Gardener’s salary
          cheque No. 1699




(iii)
Inland Revenue (income tax

and National Insurance         

339.45
payments) 







(iv)
Petty Cash



  80.00





(v)
Shaw & Son (Register of 






Gifts of Hospitality)


  41.27





(vii)
Staples (Stationery)


  21.00





(viii)
Graphic Office Systems 






(Annual photocopy service 

138.00






charge)

162.
QUOTATION FOR THE PROVISION OF NOTICE BOARDS
The Clerk reminded Members of the previous decision of the Council to pursue the possible provision of notice boards at sites in Pandy and Rhosrobin.   In this regard, provision of £1,000 had been included in the Council’s 2009/10 budget.

The Clerk reported that a quotation had been obtained from ASAP Signs of Wrexham in the sum of £299 for the construction of the notice boards at £299 each. The Clerk displayed at the meeting a copy of the type of notice board that the quotation related to.

Councillor Phennah asked that the Council also give favourable consideration to the provision of a notice board in Sydallt.

The Clerk reported that he was currently in consultation with the Wrexham County Borough Council’s Planning Department about whether the provision of the notice boards required planning permission.

RESOLVED:

(1)
That the quotation of ASAP Signs in the sum of £299 for each notice board be accepted.

(2)
That Councillor Phennah’s suggestion that a notice board be provided in Sydallt be approved.

(3)
That the Clerk be authorised to proceed to take all necessary action in relation to the possible requirement of planning permission for the provision of the notice boards and, thereafter, to arrange for their construction and erection.

163.
VARIOUS MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS


RESOLVED:
That the Clerk pursue with the appropriate authority/body the various matters now raised by Members.

………………………………..

Chairman

