GWERSYLLT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Minutes of the proceedings of a meeting of the Gwersyllt Community Council held in the Bradley Village Hall, Bradley on Wednesday 17 June 2009.
------- 

PRESENT:  Councillor D.J. Griffiths (Chairman).

Councillors: B. Cameron, T.K. Davies, R. Gray, J.R. Hughes, Mrs. G. Jones, 
Mrs. S. Jones,  B. McCann, E. Phennah, C. Rigby, Mrs. Jackie Roberts, 

Mrs. J. Roberts, M. Williams and Mrs. J. White.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Councillors E.C. George, A. Jones and Mrs. M. Williams.

IN ATTENDANCE for the minute items Nod 40 to 42 were Police Community Support Officers Phil Jones and Katie Taylor and for minutes Nod. 40 to 43 Miss Amanda Bartlett, the Gwersyllt Community’s Senior Youth Worker.

40.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

This item had been included on the agenda for the meeting for Members to declare at the commencement any interest(s) they may have in relation to items and matters to be considered at the meeting.   

No Member declared any interests.

RESOLVED:



That the item be noted. 
41.
POLICING OF THE COMMUNITY
Police Community Support Officers Phil Jones and Katie Taylor commenced their report by expressing the local Police’s continued concern at the amount of damage caused to parked cars in various parts of the Community and the ongoing thefts from vehicles. However, they also reported on operations planned to combat these problems.

The PCSOs also reported on action that had been taken in relation to several matters reported by Members at previous meetings.

The Officers also advised of the continued efforts to enhance the Neighbourhood Watch Schemes and initiatives throughout the Community with them advising that a new Co-ordinator for the initiative residing in Vicarage Close, Summerhill had recently been appointed with another appointment imminent.    

The Officers also advised that the next PACT meeting would be held at the Sydallt Community Centre on Wednesday, 24 June 2009.    

Members then raised and discussed with the Officers several local policing issues, which they advised they or their local Community colleagues would appropriately pursue. 

The Clerk also reported that he had recently had need to contact PC Howie Williams in his capacity as the Community Beat Manager for the East and South Wards of the Community. However, on contacting PC Williams the Clerk had been advised by him that he had been transferred to a post outside of the Community. The Chairman and the Clerk expressed their disappointment that the Council had not been previously advised of Constable Williams’ transfer or any information in relation to his replacement. The Clerk then advised that earlier in the day he had contacted Sergeant Dave Marsden on this issue and had been advised that the appointment of a new CBM for the East and South Wards was imminent.  
RESOLVED:

That the exchange of information with the PCSOs be noted.

42.
YOUTH SERVICES WITHIN THE GWERSYLLT COMMUNITY 

Miss Amanda Bartlett, the Gwersyllt Community Senior Youth Worker, circulated at the meeting a copy of the Gwersyllt and Bradley Youth Service Team’s report for May 2009.

Miss Bartlett introduced the report by stating that May had been a very busy month for the detached teams who had continued to strive to forge good working relationships with young people in the area. Youth Workers had also been encouraging young people to design and assist in the delivery of a programme of activities intended to make more positive use of their leisure time. There had been a particularly extensive programme of activities during the Whit week school holiday. Details of all of these were included in the report.

Other activities referred to in the report were a “polite” pool competition, table tennis, arts and crafts, graffiti art and further meetings of the Youth Forum.    

Miss Bartlett also advised of a programme for future events referring particularly to the proposed community barbeque which was to held on Saturday 18 July. The intention of this event was to further publicise both the “Grow Together” Community Gardening Scheme and the “Get Up and Get Involved” Summer Programme. Further, with the funding received from the Community Council, a full summer programme of activities/events was nearing completion.

In presenting and elaborating on the content of the report, Miss Bartlett again expressed appreciation to the Community Council for its funding of the programme of activities and associated matters concluding by saying that she and her team now considered that, for the continued improvement and evolving of the young persons services within the Community, they considered it appropriate and necessary to formulate an Area Action Plan.    The intention was for the Plan to translate into targets for the youth and detached workers teams, to give a more focussed direction and promote growth.   
Miss Bartlett then answered questions from Members on the content of the report and the earlier information she had reported at the meeting.



RESOLVED: 

That the Council again record its appreciation for the work of the Gwersyllt Young Persons teams in the provision, managing and evolving of events and activities with Miss Bartlett being commended on her lead role.

43.
MINUTES


RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the proceedings of the Annual Meeting of the Council held on the 21 May 2009 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

44.
WREXHAM CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU – GWERSYLLT OUTREACH SERVICE
The Council considered a previously circulated letter received from the Manager of the Wrexham CAB concerning the Gwersyllt Outreach Service together with an also previously circulated copy of a report on the statistics and results achieved by the service for the 2008/2009 financial year. The report’s content provided information under headings of Social Policy Issues (Enquiries), Recognised Maximum Income, Debt Recorded Figures, Average Client Concession and Third Party Contacts.

Further previously circulated had been a copy of the invoice received from the CAB in the sum of £6,905.13 for the Council’s funding of the service between September 2009 and August 2010. The Clerk reminded Members that, in accordance with the SLA the Council had entered into with the CAB last year for the continued funding of the service for the next three years, the Authority was committed to pay this invoice. The Council had included adequate provision in its 2009/2010 budget for this expenditure. However, the Clerk recommended that, as the invoice was not due for settlement before September, the Council authorise its payment but with the Authority’s cheque for £6,905.13 not being released until August.   
Members welcomed the report and the continued success of the Gwersyllt Outreach Service based on the statistical information reported.   However, Councillor Mrs. June White reminded the Council that, when the Authority had decided to enter into the SLA, it had been agreed that the statistical information would be received quarterly. Members supported Councillor Mrs. White’s comments with it also being agreed that the Manager of the CAB be requested to attend half yearly meetings with the Council to discuss the service.   

RESOLVED:

(1)
That the report and continued success of the Gwersyllt Outreach CAB Service be welcomed.

(2)
That in relation to the 2009/10 invoice, the Clerk’s recommendation be approved and, accordingly, the sum of £6,905.13 be released to the Bureau in August.

(3)
That the CAB Manager be reminded of the agreement with the Council that statistics in relation to the operation of the service be provided quarterly with a further request for her to attend meetings with Members twice a year.

45.
PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT BY THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL OF THE FORMER BRADLEY BOWLING GREEN INTO A MULTI-USE SPORTS FACILITY

The Clerk reminded Members that at the April 2009 meeting (minute No. 7 refers), the Council had considered his detailed report which had included information on a range of matters associated with the above mentioned proposal.

The report had included details of all the work undertaken on the preparation, completion and submission of Land Communities Fund Grant Applications to Cory Environmental Ltd and WREN towards the estimated cost of £132,000 for the complete development.

The Clerk further reported that the application to Cory Environmental Ltd had been considered by the Company’s UK Board of Trustees at a meeting in Slough held earlier in the month. A letter had recently been received from the Company’s Trust Secretary which advised that the application had been unsuccessful. On receipt of this information, the Clerk had enquired of the Secretary the reason(s) for the decision. He had been advised that a large number of applications, from organisations based all over the UK, had been considered by the Trustees. This had resulted in a situation whereby the grants being requested far exceeded the funds available at the time of the June meeting. In addition, the Company had decided to support applications from other than Local Authorities, at all levels.   

However, although this news was very disappointing, following further more recent exchanges of e.mails and telephone discussions the Clerk had had with the Trust’s Secretary, the Council had been invited to re-submit the application for consideration at the Trustees’ August meeting when further monies would be available for allocation.

Members noted that the grant application to WREN was to be considered by the organisations’ Advisory Panel at a meeting to be held on the 25 June 2009. Accordingly, the Clerk advised that he would report further to the July meeting of the Council.

RESOLVED:



That all the information now reported be noted.

46.
OFFICIAL LAUNCH OF THE GWERSYLLT COMMUNITY COUNCIL’S WEBSITE – THURSDAY 9 JULY 2009
The Clerk reported that, following the decision at the last meeting, arrangements had been made for the Chairman to preside at the official launch of the Council’s website which would take place at the Gwersyllt Resource Centre on Thursday 9 July 2009 at 10a.m. All Members were invited to attend.

Attendance invitations would also be extended to representatives of all those local organisations, churches, schools, clubs, and those outside agencies etc who had contributed to the content of the site.
The Clerk further reported that, since the last meeting, in addition to further Council information, contributions which had been added to the site had been received from the Wrexham CAB providing information about the Gwersyllt Outreach Service, and the Gresford Colliery Social Club.



RESOLVED:

That the report and the arrangements for the launch of the Council’s website be noted.

47.
STREET LIGHTING


RESOLVED:

That the Clerk pursue with the Council’s Street Lighting Contractor the need for repairs to the lights now reported.

48.
PLANNING


(a)
Planning Training
The Clerk reported that the Wrexham County Borough Council had made arrangements for the Authority’s Planning Control Manager, Mr. Bob Dewey, to give a presentation on, and conduct, some training/information on a wide range of planning issues for Town and Community Councillors within the County Borough.

The event was to take place at the Guildhall, Wrexham on Monday 13 July, 2009 at 6.30p.m.



RESOLVED:

That any Member that wishes to attend the training event be authorised to do so.


(b)
Applications


RESOLVED:

(1)
That no objections be submitted to applications Nod. 0444 and 0479.

(2)
That no objection be submitted to application No. 0458 but it be recommended to the Planning Authority that any approval of the application should include conditions which require the use of materials in the manufacture of the proposed sign which are “sympathetic” to the surrounding area and a restriction that the illumination of the proposed sign must be extinguished by 22.00 hours each day.
(NB: 
In his capacity as a Member of the Wrexham County Borough Council’s Planning Committee, the Chairman, Councillor D.J. Griffiths, took no part in the discussion or voting on any of the applications referred to above).

49.
CONSULTATION ON PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE ACCOUNTS AND AUDIT (WALES) REGULATIONS 2005

The Council considered a previously circulated consultation document received from the Welsh Assembly Government’s Head of Local Government Finance which invited the Council’s comments on the proposed changes to the above mentioned Regulations, details of such proposals being included in the document.

The Clerk reported that, in his capacity as the Authority’s Responsible Financial Officer, he had no objections to any of the proposals referred to in the document. Indeed, he and therefore the Authority, were already complying with most of them in relation to the management and operation of the Council’s financial and associated business transactions.   

In the circumstances, the Council decided that it would raise no objection to any of the proposed changes by the Welsh Assembly to the Accounts and Audit (Wales) Regulations 2005.

RESOLVED:

Accordingly and the Welsh Assembly be so informed of the Council’s decision.

50.
ACCOUNTS

(a)
Capital Fund Interest


RESOLVED:

That it be noted that on the 8 June 2009, annual interest of £585.60 had been added to the Council’s Capital Fund held at the Halifax with the current balance in the account also being noted.


(b)
Payments
:



That the following be paid:-





(i)
Clerk’s salary

          cheque No. 1743






(ii)
Gardener’s salary
          cheque No. 1744




(iii)
Inland Revenue (income tax

and National Insurance         cheque No. 1745
payments) 







(iv)
Petty Cash



80.00





(v)
Wrexham Area Civic Society






(Annual Subscription)


25.00

51.
TIDY TOWNS GRANT AIDED PROJECTS


The Clerk reported that earlier in the day he had received a letter from 

The Wrexham County Borough Council’s Chief Environmental Officer which had advised of the results/decision on the applications submitted by several Town and Community Councils within the County Borough for allocations

from the Tidy Towns Grants Aided Projects funds which were administered locally by the County Borough on behalf of the funder, the Welsh Assembly.

Members were reminded that, at the March, 2009 meeting, (minute no. 191 refers), the Council had determined the schemes it wished to submit for consideration of allocations from the project. The Officer’s letter now advised that the Council had been successful in being allocated the following amounts for expending on the schemes stated:



a)
Gwersyllt In Bloom - £1,000

b)
Environmental Improvement Works at Hazel Avenue/Wheatsheaf Lane, Gwersyllt - £3,500

Expressing their pleasure at the decisions, the Council decided that

monies allocated within 9a) be spent on replacing at the A 451 junction with
the entrance to the Alyn waters Country Park of the planter the authority had acquired in 007 as part of the Wrexham in Bloom imitative and which had on it an inscription referring to the then recently deceased Chairman of the Council, Councillor J.M. Griffiths. On the basis that the amount expended in 2007 may have increased between that date and now, it was decided that, given that the monies within this item needed to be expended as soon as possible, the Chairman and Vice-Chairman be authorised to determine how the remainder, if any, from the 31,000 should be spent within the Community.


It was noted that, in relation to scheme (b), it was the intention of the Chief Environment Officer to establish a small group of persons representing the County Borough and Community Councils, StreetScene staff, Keep Wales Tidy, community volunteers and any other partners able to add to the value of the project. Accordingly, the Council would be contacted again shortly in relation to its membership of the proposed group.


RESLOVED:

That all the information now reported be noted with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman being so authorised as detailed above.
………………………………..

Chairman

