GWERSYLLT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Minutes of the proceedings of a meeting of the Gwersyllt Community Council held in the Gwersyllt Resource Centre on Wednesday 18 March 2009.

------- 

PRESENT:  Councillor Mrs J. White (Chairman).

Councillors: B. Cameron, R. Gray, D.J. Griffiths, J.R. Hughes, Mrs. G. Jones, Mrs. S. Jones, E. Phennah, C. Rigby and M. Williams.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Councillors K. Davies, E.C. George, A. Jones, B. McCann, Mrs. J. Roberts and Mrs. M. Williams. 
IN ATTENDANCE for the minute items Nod 185 and 186 were Community Beat Manager Nick Brown and PCSO Phil Jones and for 185 to 187 Miss Amanda Bartley and Mr  Mike Dessington, the Wrexham County Borough Council’s Senior Youth Work Officer for Gwersyllt and Play Development Worker, respectively. 
185.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

This item had been included on the agenda for the meeting for Members to declare at the commencement any interest(s) they may have in relation to items and matters to be considered at the meeting.   

No Member declared any interests.

RESOLVED:



That the item be noted. 
186.
POLICING OF THE COMMUNITY 

Community Beat Manager Nick Brown commenced his report by introducing the new Community Police Support Officer for the North Ward of the Community, Phil Jones.  
The Constable then went on to say that he was disappointed at having to report that there had recently been an increase in the number of incidents of criminal damage, theft from vehicles, graffiti and, generally, a number of anti-social behaviour issues within the Community during the past few weeks. A number of the incidents had involved the North Wales Police’s helicopter service following which a number of persons had been apprehended and arrested. The Constable advised that other arrests were imminent.  
On a positive side, the Constable referred to the continued close working relationship between the community Police Officers and Ms Bartlett’s team of youth workers and commented on the positive proposals in this respect that were being considered for the forthcoming months.

Constable Brown then advised that the formerly entitled Neighbourhood Policing Panel had been recently changed, as had its format.   The name would now be Partnership and Communities Together, PACT, with it being considered that the changes would provide for a more positive nature in relation to the opportunity for local residents to play a more active part in the new group than had perhaps been the case with the previous Panels.   

Members then raised and discussed with the Constable several local policing issues to which the Constable responded and advised that he and/or his colleagues would appropriately pursue them.
RESOLVED:

(1)
That the exchanges of information with  Constable Brown be noted.

(2)
That the Council extend a welcome to CPSO Phil Jones in his role within the Community.

187.
PRESENTATION BY WREXHAM COUNTY BOROUGH COUNCIL’S SENIOR YOUTH WORKER FOR GWERSYLLT AND THE PLAY DEVELOPMENT WORKER ON PROPOSALS FOR YOUNG PERSONS’ ACTIVITIES/EVENTS PROGRAMME AND PLAYSCHEMES WITHIN THE COMMUNITY IN 2009
Pursuant to minute No. 169 of the last meeting, as requested thereat, reports received from Ms Bartlett and Mr. Dessington in relation to their proposals for young persons’ activities/events programme and playschemes in the Community in 2009 had been previously circulated.

In introducing her report, Ms Bartlett advised that the programme provided for 11 weeks during the various schools holidays of extensive activities and events. These were detailed in her report. The estimated cost of the whole programme was £5,066. Ms Bartlett also commented on other initiatives being pursued for young persons within the Community including the opportunity for six to visit Poland in June.  
During his report, Mr Dessington explained how the £2,000 allocated by the Community Council at its last meeting to the play schemes within the community would be expended. He reaffirmed that the total cost of the programme would be £7,000 given that he had secured a £5,000 grant from Play Wales towards the expenditure..   

There then followed discussions between Councillors and the two Officers on the content of their programmes. Within these, Councillor Michael Williams enquired whether either of the Officers had considered submitting applications for grants for further possible financial contributions from the Children in Need Fund. He commented that the criteria for the Fund prevented applications from Local Authorities with him suggesting that perhaps the Gwersyllt Resource Centre Management Committee could act as the “application vehicle” for both schemes.   
Councillor Gray also enquired whether there was any proposals to provide signage to the Dodd’s Lane Student Centre, given the activities within the programme that were to be staged at the premises and the fact that the Gwersyllt Youth Work Team were based there. Ms Bartlett advised that she had no knowledge of any such proposals.


Members then commended both Officers on their reports and wished them well in the delivery of the programmes.
RESOLVED:

(1)
That Ms Bartlett and Mr Dessington be congratulated on the content of their respective programmes with the Council agreeing to fund the programme for the young persons activities/events at £5,066 and contribute £2,000 towards the play schemes.

(2)
That the Clerk pursue with Wrexham County Borough Council’s Youth Service Officer the Council’s view that there should be signage provided to the Dodd’s Lane Student Centre.

188.
MINUTES 



RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the proceedings of the meeting of the Council held on the 18 February 2009 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

189.
MATTERS ARISING 



The Clerk reported on certain of the procedures he had followed in actioning the decisions of the last meeting of the Council.



Referring to minute No. 182, Councillor D.J. Griffiths advised of his  discussions with Wrexham County Borough Council’s Transportation Operational Manager in relation to the possible relocation of the bus stop opposite the Rhosrobin Post Office and the associated site meeting.



RESOLVED:





That the reports be noted.

190.
VACANCY IN MEMBERSHIP OF THE COUNCIL FOR THE WEST WARD


Referring to minute No. 173 of the last meeting, the Clerk advised that the vacancy in membership of the Council for the West Ward was being contested with the election to be held on the 26th March 2009.

  

RESOLVED:

That the report be noted.

191.
TIDY TOWNS GRANT AIDED PROJECTS 2009/10



The Council considered a letter received from the Wrexham County Borough Council’s Chief Environment Officer which advised that his Authority had secured further funding from the National Assembly Government to continue the Tidy Towns Aided Projects in 2009/10.   Members were reminded that the initiative had commenced earlier in this financial year.



The Officer’s letter extended an invitation for the Council to consider applying for grants to benefit local environmental schemes which met the project criteria.  The project aim was to encourage local communities, together with Wrexham County Borough Council, to participate in environmental improvement schemes which would be of lasting benefit to residents of Wrexham and visitors. Schemes submitted previously would be automatically considered provided they continued to meet the criteria. Examples of schemes which were being undertaken in the current financial year were listed in the Officer’s letter.   


The Officer had further advised that his Council intended to combine the grants with existing Council resources for the area to work with volunteers and other groups to produce projects that would benefit the whole of the Community.   



The Clerk reminded Members that the Council had been were successful last year in its bid for funding from the scheme for works at the Daisyfields footpath, Summerhill. Indeed, the £12,000 secured by the Council for the scheme was the second highest allocation throughout the County Borough. Work on the Daisyfields Project had recently commenced.  



Councillors then proceeded to suggest schemes for consideration of inclusion within the current year’s programme. Whilst it was noted that the existing schemes, such as that at the Daisyfields footpath, would automatically be considered, it was still decided to include the scheme in the Council’s submission as the work involved to complete the entire length of the footpath was likely to extend  over a three years period. 

Other possible schemes suggested by Members were a continuation within the community of the Wrexham In Bloom scheme with a suggestion that the provision of the planter at the entrance to the Alyn Waters Country Park continue in 2009/10, the planting of bulbs along the Llay New Road, now that the grass verges had been cleared, and the tidying and environmental improvement of the area of land at the junction of Wheatsheaf Lane/Hazel Avenue, Gwersyllt.



RESOLVED:

That the projects and schemes now suggested be submitted as the Council’s suggestions for inclusion within the Tidy Towns Grant Aided projects in  2009/10.

192.
PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT BY THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL OF THE FORMER BRADLEY BOWLING GREEN INTO A MULTI USE SPORTS AREA


The Clerk reported that he had anticipated enclosing with the agenda for the meeting a written report on the above mentioned project.   



However, there had been a few “delays” in respect of the proposed lease of the land to the Council from Wrexham County Borough Council and a couple of issues in relation to the grant applications.   At meetings he would be attending over the next few days, the Clerk was confident that these matters would be resolved and he would report further at the next meeting.



RESOLVED:





That the report be noted.

193.
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY FOR WALES – INVITATION TO VISIT NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SENEDD BUILDING



The Council considered a previously circulated copy letter received from the National Assembly for Wales Visitor Services Manager extending an invitation for Community Councillors to visit the National Assembly’s Senedd building in Cardiff.



The Council then proceeded to discuss the invitation following which it was agreed that it be accepted. The Council then went on to discuss the issue of transport to Cardiff for the visit during which certain Members referred to the opportunities for “cheap day return tickets” to be obtained from Network Rail in respect of certain services to and from Cardiff.   



The Council also discussed the possible days on which the Clerk should pursue arrangements for the visit to take place.



RESOLVED:

(1)
That the invitation to visit the Senedd building be accepted and those Members wishing to participate in the visit be authorised so to do.

(2)
That, whilst the Council express a preference for the visit to take place on either Tuesday 12 or Tuesday 19 May 2009, the Clerk liaise with Mrs. Lesley Griffiths AM to obtain her likely availability to meet Members of the Council on either of the two days concerned.
(3)
That Councillor Phennah’s offer to enquire into the availability of “cheap day return” train tickets between Wrexham and Cardiff , be accepted.

194.
INOPERATIVE STREET LIGHTS 


RESOLVED:

That the Clerk pursue with the Wrexham County Borough Council’s Street Lighting Department the need for repairs to the inoperative lights now reported.
195.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
During consideration of the undermentioned planning applications in relation to that numbered 0671 providing for significant improvements and extension works to the Gwyn Evans Leisure Centre, Heol Cefn, Gwersyllt, Councillor Michael Williams, whilst advising that he had no objections to the application and, indeed, wished to support the proposed improvements to the Centre, advised that there were currently problems with persons driving to the Centre, using Heol Camlas as a “rat run”.   
He then had concerns that if the building was extended with the
provision of additional facilities, the number of persons attending the Centre would increase with the likelihood that the “rat run” problems would increase.  He therefore recommended that, whilst the Council raise no objection to the application, the Wrexham County Borough Council be recommended to take the opportunity to carry out appropriate highway improvements so as to prevent, or at least minimise, the number of motorists visiting the Centre using Heol Camlas as a “rat run”.

RESOLVED:

(1)
That  no objection be submitted  to applications Nod. 0107, 0130, 0164 and 0202.  

(2)
That no objection be submitted to application No. 0167 in relation to the proposed extension and improvements to the Gwyn Evans Leisure Centre and associated facility but the recommendation of Councillor Michael Williams be supported and the Wrexham County Borough Council’s Highways Engineers be advised to consider improvements to roads within the vicinity of the leisure centre in the event of the application being approved.

(NB in his capacity as a Member of the Wrexham County Borough Council’s Planning Committee, Councillor D.J. Griffiths took no part in the discussion or voting on any of the applications referred to above).

196.
PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS 


RESOLVED:





That the following be paid:-





(i)
Clerk’s salary

          cheque No. 1711






(ii)
Gardener’s salary
          cheque No. 1712




(iii)
Inland Revenue (income tax

and National Insurance         cheque No. 1713
payments) 







(iv)
Waltons the Jewellers






(Chairman’s name badge






2008-10)


        98.00





(v)
Keith Bryan (contribution towards






Clerk’s telephone account)     cheque no. 1715




(vii)
Wrexham County Borough Council






(repairs to light at 31 Second 





Avenue, Gwersyllt)

    1,584.40





(viii)
Wrexham County Borough Council






(quarterly lights maintenance






and repairs)


    3,948.83

197.
APPLICATION FOR A MODIFICATION ORDER TO AMEND THE DEFINITIVE RIGHTS OF WAY IN RELATION TO A PROPOSED FOOTPATH AT THE JUNCTION OF FOOTPATHS 35 AND 43. WINDY HILL IN THE COMMUNITY OF GWERSYLLT

The Clerk reported on a letter received from the Wrexham County Borough Council Divisional Manager (Environment Department) concerning the above mentioned application.

The background to the application was that a member of the public had made an application for the recording of the above mentioned proposal footpath as a formal right of way and, as such, be included in the Definitive Map.   
Details of the associated reasons were included in the Manager’s letter.     Local Members, Councillors Emlyn Phennah and Michael Williams commented on the matter expressing their support of the application providing for the provision of the footpath and its inclusion within the Definitive Map of Rights of Way.

RESOLVED:

That the Council inform the Divisional Manager that it supports the proposal detailed in the letter and, as such, wishes to see the inclusion of the proposed footpath referred to in the Definitive Map of Rights of Way.

198. CONFIDENTIAL ITEM

199. VARIOUS MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS


RESOLVED:
That the Clerk pursue with the appropriate authority/body the various matters now raised by Members.

………………………………..

Chairman

